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Blackboard Project Handout 

 
Analyze one of the following films in relation to assignments from Fifty Readings in Philosophy (and the PDFs and HTMLs).  
Refer to the syllabus for readings associated with the following topics:  (1) Epistemology & Ontology, (2) The Mind-Body 
Problem, (3) Personal Identity, (4) The Existence of God, and (5) Free Will and Determinism.  Some questions to 
consider:  (1)  What is the distinction between reality and illusion?  On what basis can one make and trust such a 
distinction?  (2)  What is the mind (self), and how can it be known?  Is the mind distinct from the body, or is it identical 
with the brain?  (3)  What is the nature of personal identity, and what accounts for its persistence across space-time?  Is 
it possible for someone to be more than one person?  (4)  Does God exist?  On what basis can one attempt to prove or 
disprove such existence?  (5)  Do humans have free will, or are all things that exist merely components of a physical 
universe governed by necessity? 

 
Waking Life (2001) – 99 min. 
 
A Scanner Darkly (2006) – 100 min. 
 

Colorful (2010) – 126 min. 
 
Ghost in the Shell (1995) – 83 min. 

 
The Menagerie I & II [Star Trek TOS] (1966) – 100 min. 
 

Memento (2000) – 113 min. 

The Science of Sleep (2006) – 105 min. 
 
Being John Malkovich (1999) – 112 min. 
 
Moon (2009) – 97 min. 
 
District 9 (2009) – 112 min. 
 
The Matrix (1999) – 136 min. 
 

Surrogates (2009) – 89 min. 
 
1984 (1984) – 113 min. 
 
Dark City (1998) – 100 min. 
 
Total Recall (1990) – 113 min. 
 
Blade Runner (1982) – 117 min. 

 
Prometheus (2012) – 124 min. 
 

The Seventh Seal (1957) – 96 min. 

 

Format – 5 – 7 pages (not counting title page or bibliography), double-spaced, 12-pt Calibri font, 1” 

margins.  Use Chicago Notes and Bibliography style for citations. 

 

Bibliography – Papers must make specific references to at least three assigned readings from Fifty 
Readings in Philosophy or assigned PDFs.  In addition, feel free to cite other class readings or 
outside sources where appropriate. 
 

Grading – The paper is worth 20% of the final grade.  Papers will be graded according to the overall 

quality of analysis, clarifications, observations, and reasoning provided. 
 

Please note that students are expected to exhibit college-level proficiency in English. 
Students who struggle with spelling or grammar are advised to make use of the free services provided by UK’s 
Writing Center, located in the W. T. Young Library:  http://wrd.as.uky.edu/writing-center. 

 
For advice about how to write a good philosophy paper, read Jim Pryor’s: 

Guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper. 

 

Due Date – Papers must be submitted to Blackboard, e-mailed to instructor, and printed out.  Due 

December 1st. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RItiQgOzur0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkjDUERgCQw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLapAT8mv0s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLapAT8mv0s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P47Owc7FxcU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VatakR1Cw9Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Szw7eJbc6G8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ploSYVE0uao
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJ8VWoyMJoc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7ahIGLNNwo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQTJUfqNJts
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82s9atP0teY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8g9zL-JL8E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGwQ74cH5O0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4rBDUJTnNU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrGSLMl1XFs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRToL7Kd53s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiH4hxhKBmY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHcHYisZFLU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4M3AQMHRufY
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
http://wrd.as.uky.edu/writing-center
http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html
https://elearning.uky.edu/
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