
Midterm Paper Assignment – Handout 

  CCCLXXX   I   II                                                                                             春 MMXIV 
 

Due Date – Friday, March 7th – Bring a printout to class.  Also, send a copy to me by e-mail. 

Format – 10-15 pages (plus bibliography), double-spaced, 12-pt Calibri font, 1” margins 

Grading – The paper is worth 25% of the final grade.  Papers will be graded according to the overall quality 

of analysis, clarifications, observations, and reasoning provided. 

Please note that students are expected to exhibit college-level proficiency in English. 
Students who struggle with spelling or grammar are advised to make use of the free services provided by UK’s Writing 
Center, located in the W. T. Young Library:  http://wrd.as.uky.edu/writing-center. 

For advice about how to write a good philosophy paper, read Jim Pryor’s: 
Guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper. 

Bibliography – Bibliographies must include (but are not limited to) the following readings: 
Death, Thomas Nagel 
Death: A Propitious Misfortune, William Ferraiolo 
Death’s Distinctive Harm, Stephan Blatti 
Death, Todd May 
The Philosophy of Death, Steven Luper 

Choose one of the topics below. 

Paper Topic 1 – Assume for the sake of argument that death is annihilation.  Perhaps death is a harm, perhaps a benefit, or 
perhaps, as Epicurus insists, it is nothing to us.  Does harm or benefit require a subject?  If so, does death have such a subject?  
Who or what, if anything, is harmed or benefitted by death?  What is the nature of such harm or benefit?  When does it occur?  
Are the terms death and brain death synonymous?  Discuss your own views in light of the following: 
 

Brain-dead Texas woman taken off ventilator     

Brain-dead Canadian woman taken off life support after giving birth to baby boy     

Include the following readings in your bibliography: 
 
On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion, Mary Anne Warren 
Why Abortion Is Immoral, Don Marquis 
 
 

OR 

 

Paper Topic 2 – Setting aside a discussion of fetuses 
and the brain dead, when might it be wrong (a harm or 
an evil) to cause someone’s death?  When might it be 
acceptable (a benefit or a good)?  What must one 
consider in making such determinations?  For example, 
what role does intention play (for killer and killed)?  
Discuss your own views in light of the following: 
 
Dunn convicted of attempted murder; hung jury 

on murder in 'loud music' trial     

Washington governor suspends death penalty     
 
 
Include the following reading in your bibliography: 

 
What Is So Wrong with Killing People? Robert Young 
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